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U. S. YOUTH AND FRATERNAL ORGANIZATIONS 
TARGET OF OVERSEAS COMMUNIST PROPAGANDA 


Suppose you were a Communist propagandist and wanted to influence American public 
opinion. Of course, you would want to get your propaganda into the hands of opinion-forming 
groups in the United States. That is just what Communist propagandists are trying to do today. 
Within the past few months, youth and fraternal organizations in the U. S. have been pelted with 
Communist propaganda from such distantly separated locations as Pyongyang, Korea, and the 
Soviet Embassy in Washington, D. C. 


George V. Allen, Director of the U. S. Information Agency, has reported that Communist 
spending on propaganda directed at the non-Communist world ran between $500 million and $750 
million in 1957, twenty percent more than in 1956. The trend is still upward. Part of the money 
is going into propaganda efforts such as these: 


"Dear Friends," begins a letter from the Central Committee, Korean Democratic Women's 
Union, of Pyongyang, Korea (Communist). "Before long, we will mark the 10th anniversary of 
the founding of the glorious Democratic People's Republic of Korea. In the past ten years, great 
changes have taken place in the northern half of the Republic. 


North Koreans Won Korean War? 


"We won victory in the three-year war against the U. S. Imperialists and our national 
economy has been restored from debris and has made all-round development." 


The letter continues with attacks against "the predatory policy of the U. S. imperialists 
and the Syngman Rhee traitors" and pious statements about sending "relief goods from the brothers 
and sisters in the North to the South Korean brothers and sisters languishing under the U. S. 
imperialist occupation." 


Attached to the letter was a packet of propaganda material, including an ardent plea from 
the "Pyongyang Mothers" to "Mothers in the Southern Part." This plea talks about South Korean 
orphans which the North Koreans are preparing to "bring up. . . with maternal love so as to make 


them feel that they have come back to the bosoms of their mothers whom they have never forgotten 
even in their dreams." 


To whom do Communist propagandists send propaganda packets like this in the U. S.? To 
women's groups, of course. Their aim: to soften up opinion-forming women's organizations in 


the U. S. toward the North Koreans and influence American women against further support of 
South Korea. 
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Red Propaganda Is One-Way 


What letters do U. S. women's groups send to women behind the Iron Curtain — and how 
far would such letters get if they were sent? Evidence so far indicates that this is a one-way 
street. Communist propagandists are free to try to influence people outside the Communist bloc; 
but Communist subjects behind the Iron Curtain are prevented from reading or learning anything 
about the outside world, except what Communist propagandists tell them. 


Nor is the propaganda coming only from Communists overseas. The Soviet Embassy in 
Washington, D. C. has a tremendously active press department. In addition to publication of 
USSR, press releases are made available to the American press. For additional coverage, they 
are sent to many organizations including youth groups in Washington. 





The distribution of USSR, of course, is part of an exchange operation. In return for letting 
the Soviet Embassy distribute USSR here, the U. S. can and does distribute a Russian-language 
illustrated magazine, Amerika, in some eighty Soviet cities. This is the only fairly even 
exchange-of-information deal we have with the Communists. 


Soviet Superiority Praised 


Press releases from the Soviet Embassy naturally praise the life and times of Communist 
Party rule. Some releases are full of such propaganda phrases as “astonishing progress. . .provided 
by the brilliant Leninist GOELRO plan." Others promote events such as the Communist Youth 
Festival in Vienna next fall. Tours of Soviet artists in the United States are being played up ina 
growing flood of Communist propaganda. These releases are designed to make us think of Commu- 
nist countries, particularly the Soviet Union, as an unbeatable world power which is becoming 
stronger every day and to raise doubts about U. S. support of our friends in Asia. 


Actually, the East-West struggle is taking place right in our own offices, in our own com- 
munities; for what we think, influences the life or death of free nations in Asia, Africa, Latin 
America, Europe, and ultimately, the life or death of the United States. 


Without adequate effort to counteract Communist propaganda in our own organizations, in 
our Own communities, we can expect — as Communists do — that our grandchildren will live under 
Communist rule. At least, Communists are leaving no stone unturned to achieve this goal. 


WHAT'S AHEAD IN VENEZUELA? 


Will U. S. newspaper headlines three to four years from now scream: “Communists Take 
Over in Venezuela”... . "Western Industries Grind to a Halt For Lack of Oil"... . "New Base 
For Communist Conquest of Latin America Set Up"? 


These are the aims of Communists in Venezuela. From the smiles seen on the faces of 
Venezuelan Communist leaders Dr. Gustavo Machado and Gallegos Mancera these days, one 
concludes that the Communists, at least, think they are on the road to victory. Mancera re- 
cently boasted to fellow Communists in nearby Uruguay that "the number of members of the Vene- 
zuelan Communist Party has increased thirty percent during the first six months of the current 


year" and that “its importance in the country is so great that it is impossible to conceive of an 
important action being taken without the participation of the Communist Party." (Underlining 
added, Ed.) 
What are Communists supporting in Venezuela today? 

This oil-rich nation of more than 6,000,000 people right now is preparing for national 
elections on December 7. A leading political spokesman in the country is Romulo Betancourt, 


President of Accion Democratica, one of Venezuela's leading political parties. For months, 


ote 


Betancourt has been holding conferences with other political groups to put up a “unity candidate" 
for President of Venezuela. He also has been trying to persuade Army officers that the Army 
should remain aloof from politics, which is a civilian rather than a military matter. 


Communist Leader Machado supports this approach to Venezuelan politics, and for a good 
reason. Communists today want to reduce the power of the Army in politics. They want to put 
into the presidency a man who, though not a Communist, will permit Communist power to expand. 
This was the Communist technique in Guatemala. 


How Is It Working in Venezuela? 


As of today, Betancourt has failed to gain agreement on a "unity candidate" for President. 
Instead, different political parties are putting up their own candidates. Rear Admiral Larrazabal, 
now head of the ruling junta in Venezuela, is the candidate of Union Republicana Democratica; 
Dr. Rafael Caldera is the candidate of the Social Christian Party, COPEI; and Romulo Betancourt 
is the candidate of Accion Democratica. 


Everyone in Venezuela expects Betancourt to be supported by the Venezuelan Communist 
Party, as well. Communists have supported Betancourt's party in elections since 1945. During 
this period, the Communist Party has grown both in size and influence. Betancourt and the 
Venezuelan Communist leader Machado are old acquaintances. Both were among leaders of 
university students who organized a strike against former Venezuelan dictator Juan Vincente 
Gomez in 1928. Betancourt subsequently helped to form the Communist Party of Costa Rica but 
allegedly left this group in 1935. 


What Are Betancourt's Aims 


On October 21, 1958, Betancourt told the people of Venezuela what he favored for the 
future of Venezuela. Now that the idea of the “unity candidate" for the presidential office has 
fallen through, Betancourt favors a "collegiate government." This would mean that candidates 
of the three major parties would become the members of a ruling executive group. 


This government would not include Communists. As Betancourt explains: "The reason for 
this is that there is a general concensus in the political parties, to which the Communist Party has 


not offered any objections, that the next government cannot have the nature of a popular front 
and that Communists could not hold executive offices in it." (Underlining added, Ed.) 


Betancourt went on: "This would be a temporary solution, only for the next five-year 
term, offered in the hope of achieving a national unity government." 


The policy of this "collegiate government," says Betancourt, should be 1) austerity and 
honesty, 2) planned economic development, 3) agrarian reform, 4) a nationalistic petroleum and 
iron policy but without the idea of nationalization of these industries by law or decree, and 5) 
maintenance of diplomatic and trade relations with all governments on all continents, and sym- 
pathy toward the people who are fighting to achieve full political sovereignty or to recover full 
use of freedom. 


This is not a Communist platform in the doctrinal sense, but is obviously one which Com- 
munist leader Machado is happy to support at this time. It offers him plenty of leeway to agitate 
for broad trade and cultural relations with Communist countries on one hand, and to do Betancourt 
ye better by agitating for nationalization of the oil and iron industries in Venezuela, on the 
other. 


Mysterious Role Of Red China 


Venezuela, of course, is the world's largest exporter of oil. As a producer, Venezuela is 
second only to the United States. Thus, this nearby Latin American country is more important to 
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the United States from an oil point of view than is the Middle East. Chinese Communist propa- 
gandists have not let this fact go unnoticed. During recent months, Communist China has stepped 
up its propaganda beamed into Venezuela and other Latin American countries. The subject — you 
guessed it — Venezuelan oil. 


On October 13, Radio Peking told Latin American listeners — and these can be assumed to 
include many Venezuelan Communists — "U. S. monopoly capital has been intensifying its plunder 
of the oil resources of the Latin American countries since the Suez canal event, and especially 
since the victory of the Iraqi revolution." The broadcast continued: "It is said that if the West- 
ern world suddenly lost the oil in the Middle East, the Arab area, and Persia, its lifeline would 
be the oil of U. S.-controlled Venezuela and the oil resources of many other countries in Central 
and South America." 


A few days earlier (October 9), Radio Peking reported in its broadcasts to Venezuela that 
Romulo Betancourt had told industrialists in Maricaibo that Venezuela must adopt a "new inde- 
pendent policy regarding petroleum, a policy free from the monopolistic control of the United 


States." 


To Communists, able to read the veiled orders of their superiors, these words mean only 
one thing: Communist strategy is to cut the Western world off from its vital oil supplies. This 
strategy is well under way in the Middle East; now it is being pushed in Venezuela and elsewhere 
in Latin America. The end objective is to cut the West's oil lifeline; in effect, to sever its in- 
dustrial jugular vein by means of propaganda and political maneuver. 


What's The Real Background Of The Story? 


Most people seem to believe that Communist action in Latin America is recent. They think 
that most of the trouble in Latin America is due to present conditions and to many U. S. failures 
in relation to our neighbors. Much of this may be true. What most people do not realize, how- 
ever, is that current Communist strategy in Latin America started, not in 1947 with the start of 
the Cold War, but in 1923. Under a dateline of "Moscow, Aug. 21, 1923," the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Communist International sent a letter to the Communist Party of Mexico. 


This letter so clearly outlined the plan of Communist attack that U. $. Communists reprinted 
it and made it available to all of their comrades. It stated in part: "Among the peasants the 
struggle. . .concerns your activities with reference to the agrarian question. .. .In the cities, 
the Party will fight for. . .representatives in the 'Juntas de Condiliacion y Arbitraje' and for 
contro! of the Labor Department... ." 


The letter goes on: "In Cuba the revolutionary trade union movement is again raising its 
head. . . .In Guatemala a Communist Party of Central America has been founded. . . .But the 
conception is still lacking of the fight for freedom for all the oppressed masses in the West Indies, 
in Central America and in South America against the imperialism of the oil magnates and indus- 
trial barons of Wall Street... . 


"In conjunction with the Communist Party of Central America and the Communist group in 


Cuba, a programme of work and action must be prepared. . . . The destruction of the last strong- 
hold of capitalist imperialism, the overthrow of the North American bourgeoisie, is the task a 
the workers and peasants of all the American countries." (Underlining sited, Ed.) 

Let's Sum It All Up 


For thirty-five years, Communists have been at work, spreading Marxist-Leninist propaganda, 
easing themselves into many key positions, stirring up anti-U. S. attitudes among the populations, 
deliberately frustrating and discrediting all non-Communist governments. It is no surprise that a 
large number of people who have been hearing this propaganda and agitation all their lives be- 
lieve it and act upon it. Communist victories in Eastern Europe and China have strengthened 
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Communist power in recent years. Right now Communists are tightening their noose around what 
they consider to be the lifeline of Western economic strength — the West's oil supplies. 


Thus, the Communist advances in Indonesia, the Middle East, and now the forward push in 
Venezuela are all tied together in a single, world-wide strategy to do what the Comintern told 
Communists to do back in 1923 — attack and overthrow the United States. 


This report has been longer than usual in Freedom's Facts because we believe its importance 
to Americans and to all free peoples today warrants it. If Communist plans succeed, we may be 
within a few years of a world crisis that will top all other crises of recent years. Only speedy 
and correct action can turn the tide of the struggle. 


COMMUNISTS SEEK TO RULE THE WRITTEN WORD 


All of us spend hundreds, perhaps thousands, of hours a year reading or listening to words 
other people have written. It is upon what we read and hear and see that we form our picture of 
the world. It is upon these words that we make our political decisions. Communists know this. 
They make a major effort to gather together and influence writers. This is a basic tactic in press- 
ing forward Communist conquest of the minds and properties of peoples. 


A Soviet-sponsored gathering of Asian and African writers took place in Tashkent in 
October. Tashkent is the capital of Uzbekistan, an Asian "Republic" of the USSR. It is on the 
rail line connecting Central Asia with Western Russia, a perfect location to impress Afro-Asian 
writers with the Soviet Union's tie with Asian interests, 


Who attended the Communist writers' meeting? There were writers from Ceylon, Burma, 
Ghana, North Korea, Cambodia, the Philippines, Sudan, Nepal, Pakistan, Nigeria, Indonesia, 
Jordan, Mongolia, India, Thailand, the Cameroons, Nasser's United Arab Republic, Cyprus, 
Uganda, Somaliland, Senegal, the Soviet Union, Communist China, and — believe it or not — 
from the United States. 


The U. S. Guest Speaks 


The "guest" from the United States was Dr. W. E. B. Dubois, an "expert" on African af- 
fairs and former teacher in Communist Party schools in the U. S. According to TASS (Oct. 10), 
Dr. Dubois told the assembled group that "this international gathering would give a tremendous 
impetus to new thoughts, and would enrich the writers' knowledge and skill." 


What did the Communists want the Afro-Asian writers to learn? Chou Yang, deputy leader 
of the Chinese Communist delegation, made it clear. He told these writers: "U. S. imperialism 
has become the most dangerous enemy to world peace and human progress. Chairman Mao Tse- 
tung said recently that to end aggression and oppression by imperialism, especially U. S. im- 


perialism, is the task of the people of the world. The Chinese people are doing their utmost to 
carry out this task. 


"Together with our people, we Chinese writers stand steadfastly in the forefront of the 
struggle against imperialism. We regard every victory gained by the Asian, African and Latin 
American peoples in their fight for national independence as our own." 


Writers Against The U. S. 


Chou Yang concluded: "Let all writers who are devoted to their country and people unite 
and struggle jointly against aggression, for peace, against colonialism and all its survivals, for a 
new culture of their own nation and for the growth of cultural exchange among all nations." 








Soviet Communist writers called the meeting a "Literary Bandung." Like the meeting of 


political leaders at Bandung in 1955, the October 1958 meeting of writers in Tashkent is aimed 
at further cutting Western Europe and the U. S. off from markets and political support in Africa 
and Asia. It is aimed at pulling these countries closer into the Communist bloc. Obviously, 
peoples in these countries who read what writers at this meeting were told to write, will learn to 
hate and fear the United States and love the Soviet Union. 


Quietly and without fanfare in the American press, Communists have scored another tre- 
mendous victory over the West in Tashkent, Uzbekistan, USSR. 


COMMUNISTS PREPARE FOR NEW VICTORIES IN THE UNITED NATIONS 


For several years, Americans and others have been talking about banning atomic tests and 
atomic bomb production. Americans have sought a practical solution. Communists have tried to 
avoid a practical solution. They use the issue to gain political support, particularly among 
Afro-Asian countries. 


A new, intensified effort began last month to persuade millions of people, particularly 
Afro-Asians, to support Soviet Communist leadership on this issue in the United Nations. The de- 
vice: “A-Test Ban Month" supposedly "To Save Mankind From the Threat of an Atomic War." 

The campaign was launched at a meeting in Japan in August. Pravda (Oct. 16) picked it up and 
promoted it as "a month of joint action for banning nuclear weapons and suspending nuclear tests." 





The campaign features "meetings and gatherings" where people can "raise their voice even 
louder against the threat of a war of extermination, for the banning of atomic weapons, and the 
conclusion of an agreement between states about the immediate suspension of nuclear tests every- 
where and forever." Behind this stated purpose, Communists are using the campaign to enable 
people to “demonstrate their solidarity with the millions of men of good will who are resolutely 
demanding that the path to atomic manslaughter be barred." 


Reds For Peace — U. S. For War 


Communist propagandists stress their point that "the strivings of the USSR for achieving the 
radicai solution of this problem invariably has met with the stubborn resistance of the ruling circles 
of the United States and Britain." Public meetings on this subject have been whipped up in many 
parts of the Soviet Union. Communist propagandists are broadcasting news of the meetings and of 
Soviet interest in A-test bans both to Europe and to Asia. The World Peace Council, Moscow's 
global front, also is carrying the same story to peoples all over the world. 


Why all the public fuss at this time? It is the typical Communist preparation for a Big 
Power talk — this time it is for a meeting in Geneva among representatives of Britain, the U. S. 
and the Soviet Union to talk about banning atomic weapons. Communists figure that the propa- 
ganda campaign is worth the expense and the trouble. They go to the meeting with the appear- 
ance of the backing of world public opinion for their position. If they win in the conference, 
they have saved the world from atomic destruction. If they lose or are forced to compromise, the 
people of the world are still threatened because of the atomic-mad "ruling circles" in the United 
States and Britain. 


Reds Strategy Is Working 


In either case, they stand to win political support, and the U. S. and Britain stand to lose 
political support in the world because of the meeting. The change of world support away from 
the U. S. and toward the USSR is showing up in recent votes in the United Nations. 


Radio Moscow (October 9) commented on the change. The Communists are presenting the 
view that the "USSR and other peace-loving states" are in favor of peace. On the other hand: 
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"The United States and its partners in military blocs are trying to force the world to take a dif- 
ferent path. . .which would lead to a new war." 


Radio Moscow continued: "It is true that the United States still commands a majority of 
the votes, enough to prevent for the time being at least, the-restoration of the China People's 
Republic [Communist ] to its lawful rights at the United Nations. . . . However, it is obvious that 
this majority is melting away. Other voices are sounding more loudly from the rostrum of the 
United Nations. . . . They condemn sharply the aggressive and colonialist policy of the Western 
powers, headed by the United States." 


Then Look Toward Future Victory 


And what of the future? "The peace-loving states, whose position at the United Nations 
is becoming stronger just as it is throughout the world, are working stubbornly to restore to the 
United Nations the role destined for it. . . .the role of an effective and reliable instrument for 
maintaining and consolidating peace and world security." 


It is only necessary to remember that in the Communist dictionary “maintaining and con- 
solidating peace" is a synonym for spreading Communism throughout the world, for Communists 
hold that peace can never finally be maintained until. capitalism is destroyed. 


Why do Communists put so much effort into propaganda campaigns promoting the banning of 
A-tests and promoting "peace"? This is a major effort to gain the votes of Afro-Asian nations to 
give them the power to turn the United Nations into an instrument of Soviet foreign policy. 


COMMUNIST WORLD ROUND-UP 


Communists last month issued their usual list of slogans celebrating an anniversary (this time 
the 41st) of the October Revolution through which they seized control in Russia. The sloganeers 
hailed "a new era in the history of mankind, an era of the collapse of capitalism and the triumph 
of socialism," gave “warmest greetings to the Communist and workers parties of all countries, " 
and urged Soviet workers "to solve the historic task of catching up with and surpassing the United 
States in per capita production." 


More than in most earlier years, the Communist slogans this year had the sound of battle 
cries of a victorious conqueror. They had the sound of a Xerxes before he attacked the Greeks — 
and lost. The Communist attack, of course, is by political and economic means and is carried out 
largely by non-Russians. It is in such means that they place their confidence for final victory. 


Here are some examples of how the Communist strategies are being carried out in different 
countries at this time: 


United Arab Republic — A Front of Free Writers in the Arab South was formed last month. 
Its aim is to "struggle for liberation from imperialism and reaction" and to urge the union of 
Yemen with the United Arab Republic. This group appears to be a UAR imitation of the much 


bigger Afro-Asian writers' group the Soviet Union was indoctrinating in Tashkent last month. Aims 


of both groups are largely the same — to persuade peoples of Asia and Africa to break off close 
ties with the West. 


Japan — Communist propagandists and dipiomats are trying to persuade Japan that close 
ties with the United States will involve them in an aggression against China. On October 2, 
Soviet Ambassador Nikolai T. Fedorenko declared that Japan and the Soviet Union should talk 
over their problems without the influence of the United States. In effect, the Soviet diplomat 
said: ignore the U. S., and Japan and the Soviet Union will get along fine. The Japanese re- 
jected Soviet attacks against the U. S. which Fedorenko used to back up his statements. 





Chile — Someone is putting an hour-long feature called "The Arab Hour" on the radio in 
Chile. It is reported that a recent broadcast of the program (Oct. 6) was aimed at the Arab com- 
munity in Chile. The broadcast supported the Algerian government-in-exile, reported the exten- 
sion of the territorial waters of Arab countries to twelve miles to "intensify the boycott against 
Israel," and blamed the recent Lebanon crisis on Camille Shamoun and the United States 
intervention. 


Jordan — Moscow Communists are saying that the regime of King Hussein "is shaky" and is 
“propped up only by foreign spears." Moscow is calling the United States "an enemy of the 
liberation and independence of the Arabs." It can be expected that Communists will support 
further Arab attempts to overthrow King Hussein and drive Western influence out of the country. 


Indonesia — Communist propagandists are urging Indonesians to get rid of U. S. oil in- 
terests in the islands. Radio Moscow told Indonesians on October 4 that "every year the oil 
kings reap millions of dollars in profits" from exploiting Indonesian oil, and furthermore, export 
large amounts of oil from Indonesia to "support the provocative actions of the Americans and the 
Chiang Kai-shek clique" on Formosa. The next stage will be open demands in Indonesia for na- 
tionalization of U. S. oil properties in Indonesia. 


Great Britain — The British are being told by Communist propagandists that their support of 
U.S. policies endangers the United Kingdom. The Reds claim that Formosa is Chinese territory 
and that the U. S. commits aggression because its troops defend the island against conquest by 
Communists. The Communist aim, of course, is to drive a wedge between the U. S. and Great 
Britain. This would weaken opposition to world Communist advance, and make their task of con- 
quering the world easier. 


Formosa — After noting that their bombardment to impress Quemoy failed to impress either 
the Nationalist Chinese or the United States, Chinese Communists have renewed propaganda ap- 
peals to Chinese on Quemoy, Matsu and Formosa. Their appeal: surrender and return to the 
Chinese Communist homeland before the United States abandons you: Then they cry: “Only be- 
cause of the attitude taken by the United States, Formosa and the offshore islands until now have 
not been reunited with the China's People's Republic." The Communists drive to replace Nation- 
alist China in the United Nations is carried on by every tactic in the book. 


"FREEDOM'S FACTS AGAINST COMMUNISM" available for $3.00 per year. 
Rates for bulk orders available upon request. Please note organizational 
affiliations when making subscription requests. 


Permission to quote all or any part of Freedom's Facts is granted 
if context is preserved and credit given. 


Please note that the October 1958 issue of "Freedom's Facts" was sponsored by the: 
MOTHERS OF WORLD WAR II, INC. 


We regret that a partial distribution of last month's issue was made prior to our dis- 
covery that the credit line had been omitted from the bottom of page 1. 





